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    The aim of the Oceanside Photography Society is to promote learning,  
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OCEANSIDE 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

SOCIETY 
WELCOMES VISITORS 

Visitors may attend two free 
meetings before deciding to join. 
Please sign in at the membership 
desk as you enter. Iris, the 
Membership Director, can 
answer your questions about 
membership. 

MASKS

All members are required to wear 
a mask at all times.  Masks must 
cover the nose, mouth, and chin. 
As per the BC mask mandate, 
face shields are NOT considered 
a substitute for a mask

MEETING TIMES

General Meetings are usually the 
first Wednesday of the month 
from 7:00 to 9:00 pm in the 
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre 
although there can be exceptions. 

Education Meetings take place 
on the third Tuesday of the 
month at 7:00 pm.  They will 
hopefully resume in September, 
2022 and will take place in the 
auditorium of the Qualicum 
Beach Civic Centre unless 
otherwise noted.

A MESSAGE FROM VP RICK HORTE

It has been my honour to serve as your acting President 
this year. We have wonderful members and I am proud to 
be a part of this club. I look forward to another great year 
in 2022 and hope that you all have a fantastic holiday and 
a happy, healthy New Year! See you in 2022!
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HALLOWEEN PHOTOS - BEFORE AND AFTER

By Vivienne Bearder 

I have experienced three Halloweens since moving to Victoria and one of my ‘missions’ has been to 
search and find spooky displays in my immediate neighbourhood. The folks at several houses have not 
failed to provide me with great material to photograph. 

Because I photographed their displays in late afternoon, I decided to ‘play around’ with some of the 
images to create my own mysterious or ghostly effects. After basic processing in Lightroom and/or 
Photoshop including cropping and removing unwanted elements, I used Nik software and On 1 Raw 
software to add my desired looks. Note: I have Nik software as a plug in for Photoshop, but the 
software can also be accessed as stand alone applications. Currently I have not managed to use On 1 
Photo Raw 2022 as a plug in, so have to use it as a stand alone application 

In Nik Analog Efex, I started by choosing one of the black and white presets that appealed to me. From 
the preset image, I opened each of the adjustment tabs (Basic, Dirt and Scratches, Lens Vignette, Film 
Type) that appear on the right side of the screen and used the sliders until I found the look I preferred. 
As a note, one can spend  considerable time with this process, but your ‘custom’ preset can be saved as 
your own. Once renamed as you wish, the custom preset can be used for other images in which you 
would like a similar look. If you decide to tweak the look further by repositioning any adjustment slider, 
you can save the new result as a new custom preset (with a different name) and your original custom 
preset remains in the preset panel. After I have finished with the image, I select ‘ok’ at the bottom 
right of the plug in screen, which returns the image to photoshop at which point a new layer is created. 
(If using Nik as Photoshop plug in). 

Even though the image is now in black and white, I next chose NIK Color Efex ( I know, to a black and 
white image?) to add a filter titled Darken/Lighten Center. It is basically a vignette effect, but I like the 
controls in this filter. It is easy to adjust the centre and edge luminosity and the centre size and 
placement.  Again, you can save your work as your own preset. Again, when I am finished, I just select 
ok on the bottom right of the plug in screen and the image returns to photoshop as a new layer. 

I used On 1 Photo Raw to add a fog effect to several of the images after exporting them from 
Photoshop. After the image is loaded. I selected the effects tab, choosing the weather tab. Under 
‘Precipitation’ I selected ‘none’ to add fog to the image, then used the controls in the fog section to 
control how much fog to add and adjusted the distance at which I wanted the fog to end, the angle of 
the fog and the transition, which controls how smoothly the edge of the fog dissipated. 

I am sure some of you are more experienced in using only Photoshop to create effects such as these, 
but however choose you accomplish it, experiment and have fun! 
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For the above image, I decided that I wanted to draw focus on the doll’s face and the eyes in particular. 
I found that blurring the sides of the image (wet plate effect in Nik Analog) and adding the fog (on 1 
Photo Raw) helped create the look I desired. Adding scratches (Nik Analog) helps to create a 
‘distressed’ look. 

I had never seen this type of Halloween figure and thought that the most ‘disturbing part of it was the 
dolls head! As in the image of the doll on the previous page, I wanted to bring attention to the face/
head of the spider. I found that the light in the background was distracting so I cropped the image, 
then used a Nik Analog Efex Halloween preset I had created for the doll’s head and adjusted some 
sliders from the original custom preset. Finally, I used Nik Color Efex to add the darken/lighten effect 
in the centre of the image.
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In the image above, I wanted to focus on the pointed teeth and on the texture of the cloth over the 
face. This was a simple edit, just cropping and adding blur effect and an increase in detail. 

In the final image, I tried a black and white effect, but after experimenting, found that I preferred the 
sepia look. The blurred sides and fog around the head definitely added to the atmosphere I wanted to 
create.
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SUBMISSIONS

The newsletter team welcomes 
suggestions, questions, ideas and 
photos that illustrate club activities.

Sold an image? Exhibiting? Win a 
photo contest? Been travelling and 
have a story and images to share? 
Other members would be interested 
in hearing about it.

Please send material to the 
newsletter at:

newsletter.opc@gmail.com

FRAGRANCE FREE

Due to allergies, asthma and other 
conditions, we request that you do 
not use any fragrance when attending 
club meetings. 

REMINDER

If you haven't already done so please 
pay your 2021 membership fees. This 
Covid year the fees are reduced from 
$40.00 to $20.00 to reflect a 
reduction in services. The easiest way 
to pay is by electronic transfer to: 

treasure.opc@gmail.com  

Note: it is treasure not treasurer

Some Sites to Challenge Us for the New Year

We were chatting the other day about taking our 
photography up a notch and how we need some 
inspiration to push us out of our comfort zone and get us 
motivated.  There are some sites on the Internet that will 
get us out and about with photography challenges for the 
New Year that might work for you as well.  Here are a 
few:

52 Weeks Photography Challenge 2022 – Improve Your 
Photography!

https://www.kevmrc.com/52-weeks-photography-challenge

365 Photography Challenge Calendar (Photography Ideas 
for Every Day of the Year!)

https://expertphotography.com/365-photo-challenge-calendar/ 

Any questions about the 
Newsletter should be directed to: 

Editor - Shelley Harynuk 

newsletter.opc@gmail.com

mailto:newsletter.opc@gmail.com
mailto:treasure.opc@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter.opc@gmail.com
https://www.kevmrc.com/52-weeks-photography-challenge
https://expertphotography.com/365-photo-challenge-calendar/
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NOTES FROM THE 
MANAGEMENT MEETING

The room rental contract with the 
City of Qualicum Beach have been 
signed for 2022.  The General 
Meeting day is still the first 
Wednesday of the month with a 
couple of exceptions. May's meeting 
will be on the first Tuesday and 
October's meeting will be on the first 
Thursday. More about this later. 

Coffee is still not being served 
because of the current Health 
Directives. If the directives change 
we will resume coffee service at the 
break.

We are following the Health 
Directives for British Columbia for 
indoor meetings, under 50 people in 
attendance. Signing in is required, as 
well as social distancing and wearing 
masks.

TRANSITIONS

By Gail Courtice

In the last few years of Dave’s life he liked to go to the 
Community Park in Parksville. With the aid of a walker he 
would make it a short distance and then find a bench to sit 
on. Every dog that passed got a comment and petting. The 

owner some veterinary advice! I knew Dave would be happy 
chatting to anyone who would listen, especially if they had a 
dog. While he was preoccupied, I got a bit of exercise by 
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walking the boardwalk. I think every photographer will agree that you just can’t help seeing 
photographic subjects wherever you look, so not having a camera with me was frustrating. I thought, 
boy, next time I will bring my camera with me. Good idea but my full frame Canon is big, bulky and 
heavy, making it awkward to carry while helping Dave. I had a basic flip phone that did not take 
photos, so I decided to buy a cheap Canon point and shoot. That changed  everything! While Dave 
happily sat on a bench, I wandered off with my new camera. I quickly discovered its weaknesses, slow 
capture, not great in low light and limited telephoto.

Working within these parameters was a good experience, but more than that, it was what it did for me 
mentally. For a short time it made me forget Dave’s rapid decline and other concerns. It opened my 
eyes even more and transported me into a place of contentment. I noticed small details that fascinated 
me and that begged to be photographed.  Every now and again I would check to see if Dave was still on 
his bench and did not need me. Instead of walking the boardwalk feeling sad, depressed and worried, 

for a brief time I could forget my worries and give my imagination free rein. It was liberating.

I have since upgraded the point and shoot to a camera that still allows me to pack it everywhere but can do 
so many things, plus it comes with a 400mm lens.  

I often wander around French Creek Marina looking for details or whatever takes my fancy. What a  joy  it is 
to breathe  ocean air and  hear the gulls mournful cry. It is total therapy. On days when I feel  sorry for 
myself, I  grab my camera, pop down to the Marina and after an hour of entering into my other world, I 
come home refreshed. And I might even get an image I really like!  
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HARVEST FESTIVAL

November Assignment Winners 

Colour

First

Iris Schurz

Second

Linda Lundberg

Third

David Purves
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HARVEST FESTIVAL

November Assignment Winners 

Black and White

First

Linda Lundberg

Second

Mary Watts

Third

Peter Abley
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HARVEST FESTIVAL

November Assignment Winners 

Digital Art

First

Peter Abley

Second

Linda Lundberg

Third

Roy Watts
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THE LAST WORD

By Shelley Harynuk, Editor

As I look back over the years I realize that Jack and I have been with the Club for over 10 years 
and have served in one capacity or another on the Executive almost consistently throughout the 
years.  It has been so rewarding to have participated in the growth, maturity and change the club 
has seen over the past decade and more.  

We have made many good friends and improved our photographic skills many times over as we 
have taken courses and done assignments or gone on field trips.  I would urge you to also 
participate as we have.  Think about joining the executive.  You will find us a welcoming bunch 
who understand that volunteering means just that.  You are giving of your time and it is appreciated 
but family comes first.  If you’d like more information about getting involved please contact me at 
my newsletter email.  newsletter.opc@gmail.com 

JANUARY 2022 SPEAKER

GORDON HOWE

This presentation is a travelogue of an area mostly untapped by British Columbian tourists, the 
Northwest.  It is an area rich in indigenous culture, history, spectacular mountains and some of 
Canada's great rivers such as the Skeena, Nass and the Bulkley.

In addition to photos he will  share tips on how to capture this rich indigenous culture in an 
appropriate and sensitive manner.  Learn how to photograph totem poles within their environment 
for better impact. 

The Northwest wildlife, scenery and culture is spectacular in any season as this multi-season 
presentation will demonstrate.

mailto:newsletter.opc@gmail.com

