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OCEANSIDE 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

SOCIETY 
WELCOMES VISITORS 

Visitors may attend two free 
meetings before deciding to join. 
Please sign in at the 
membership desk as you enter. 
Iris, the Membership Director, 
can answer your questions about 
membership. 

MASKS

All members are required to 
wear a mask at all times.  Masks 
must cover the nose, mouth, and 
chin. As per the BC mask 
mandate, face shields are NOT 
considered a substitute for a 
mask

MEETING TIMES

General Meetings are the first 
Wednesday of the month from 
7:00 to 9:00 pm in the 
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre. 

Education Meetings take place 
on the third Tuesday of the 
month at 7:00 pm in the 
Windsor Room at the Qualicum 
Beach Civic Centre except 
during July, August and 
December. 

 The aim of the Oceanside Photography Society is to promote learning, 

GIDDY UP

by Jack Harynuk

This started with. “Well dear, I’m doing the newsletter.  You’ve 
got the front page so I need an article”  No pressure.  

So, here we are.  It had been three years since I had attended a 
rodeo at the grounds in Coombs and five years earlier we had 
been to a small rodeo in Rockyford, Alberta.  I had searched for 
Coombs activities previously and had recently noticed that there 
were going to be barrel races for local Island riders on the 
Labour Day weekend. I put a mark in the calendar to check it 
out.

Saturday of the weekend was all rain so ‘no go for this fair 
weather photo hobbyist’.  But Sunday was brighter so I 
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ventured out late morning to the grounds 
where the parking area was virtually 
empty.  Good news, I scored a parking 
spot at the grandstand and heard an 
announcer over the speaker system.

I grabbed a mask and the camera.  As I 
was getting out of the car I saw a masked 
woman coming along and she saw that I 
noticed her camera with a nice 70-200 
lens.  I held up the camera I had and 
asked is 200mm a good range.  With a 
look of relief, she said it was fine for 
everything she did.

I heard the announcer give a timing for a barrel race as I walked up into the stands where I stopped in 
my tracks.  There were over 150 people in the stands and was expecting to see photographers at key 
locations with their cameras in action.  It looked like I was the only one with a larger camera and the 
only one wearing a mask.  It was a bit unnerving for me even though I knew I was protected.

This was definitely a local event, 
there was no signage, no colourful 
banners.  The backgrounds were 
fenceposts, rails and other 
equipment.  I realized I might have 
to rely on severe cropping.  I found 
a couple of places where I could 
shoot and stay out of audience sight 
lines.  From the sounds and 
comments, I think most of the 
audience knew the riders.  Also, 
people tended to give me a wide 
berth as I wandered about with 
camera in hand.

I checked a few sample shots, adjusted the shutter speed then collected shots from the  barrel and the 
slalom races.  After an hour, I put the camera away and headed back home.  I loaded just over 400 
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shots onto my computer, 
then wiped off the camera 
and returned it to Shelley.  
I did use her camera after 
all.

Post processing was another 
job.  After getting rid of 
blurred shots, shots with 
slalom poles blocking views 
of horses and riders, many 
horse bum shots and those 
that just didn’t work.  I was 
left with about 190 images 
and not one had a straight horizon.  Initially, I followed the Hulbert approach to keep perpendicular lines 
and breathing room which made for interesting adjustments when all the backgrounds have posts and 
rails.  My next step was to work on the images with the Buhr approach where I boosted the colours, 
pushed the details and removed all sorts of imperfections.  

As it happened, the photo club assignment was ‘tell a story’ so I had my material.  I selected a few images 
for Shelley to share with the barrel racers on Facebook and loaded a large group to our photo site - 
 https://harynukphotography.zenfolio.com/p701157920

It made for a very good outing and I’ll be back as soon as there’s another activity.

THE FUTURE OF THE NEWSLETTER 
The Newsletter has always been a part of the Oceanside 

Photography Society until recent years and I have been told that it 
has been missed.  Its future lies in the hands of the membership.  It 

will carry on only if you, the members, are able and willing to submit 
photos, articles or other information to keep it alive.  We have had 

great submissions in the past and I am sure that we will in the 
coming months.  Please feel free to contact me at 

newsletter.opc@gmail.com or see me at any of the coffee meetings 
or monthly meetings. 

https://harynukphotography.zenfolio.com/p701157920
mailto:newsletter.opc@gmail.com
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SUBMISSIONS

The newsletter team welcomes 
suggestions, questions, ideas and 
photos that illustrate club 
activities.

Sold an image? Exhibiting? Win a 
photo contest? Been travelling 
and have a story and images to 
share? Other members would be 
interested in hearing about it.

Please send material to the 
newsletter team at:

newsletter.opc@gmail.com

FRAGRANCE FREE

Due to allergies, asthma and 
other conditions, we request that 
you do not use any fragrance 
when attending club meetings. 

REMINDER

If you haven't already done so 
please pay your 2021 membership 
fees. This Covid year the fees are 
reduced from $40.00 to $20.00 
to reflect a reduction in services. 
The easiest way to pay is by 
electronic transfer to: 

treasure.opc@gmail.com  

Note: it is treasure not 
treasurer

A Shout Out to Our Directors
It’s been a long and arduous time for the directors of the 
Oceanside Photography Society over the past two years.  Not 
only have we had to deal with the restrictions of the 
pandemic but we lost our President Lorene Kimura who 
fought valiantly to keep the club going all the while dealing 
with her own illness.  Kudos to her and all the other 
Directors who have done so much over the past many 
months to keep programs running including field trips, slide 
shows, assignments, communications, coffee meetings and so 
on.  

Also kudos to our members who hung on and our new 
members who joined up even though we weren’t sure what lay 
ahead.  Welcome and thank you for believing in us.  We are 
indeed fortunate to have such a dedicated group of people 
making up the core of our club.  Let’s hope that the worst is 
behind us and we can look forward now to better times

FREE SLIDESHOW SOFTWARE

Following the presentation on slideshow preparation. Richard and 
Jack tested Photostage from NCH Software.  It operates on both 
PC and Mac systems and is free for non-commercial home 
purposes.  They had no issues with loading images, adding titles, 
music tracks and creating a slideshow.  The software review 
indicates that it misses some features of other packages, but it is 
free, easy to use and it works.

Company link - https://www.nchsoftware.com/slideshow/

https://www.nchsoftware.com/slideshow/index.html
mailto:newsletter.opc@gmail.com
mailto:treasure.opc@gmail.com
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What Have You Been Doing?
Things have changed for most of our members since March 2020 in terms of the ability to travel.  
Those of you who travelled overland or overseas, by air, on cruises, you RVers - s0 many had to 
cancel planned trips including the most precious of all, to see family members for those special 
events.  Many of you were unable to say goodbye to loved ones or hello to new family members.  
I’ve heard stories of people losing their photo mojo because they’ve become depressed or isolated.  

At the same time I’ve talked to others who have simply changed their point of photographic view 
and are finding things to shoot close by.  Gail Courtice, one of our longest standing members, 
walks every day and takes images along her way whether it’s at Milner Gardens, Rathtrevor Beach 
or along the Parksville waterfront  She shares her images on Facebook to the delight of her FB 
Friends.  Vivienne Bearder, one of our members now living in Victoria is an inveterate traveller and 
I know how much she is missing her trips to Europe and the UK.  She has been doing wonderful 
work on her almost daily exploration of Victoria.  She is a great fan of graffiti.  You can also find her 
work on the Club’s Facebook page.  

Artist at work in Esquimalt
Credit: Vivienne Bearder, 2021
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How the pandemic disrupted the way these photographers created & their takeaways for the 
future

https://blog.adobe.com/en/publish/2021/03/01/how-the-pandemic-disrupted-the-way-these-photographers-
created-and-their-takeaways-for-the-future.html#gs.cc94iu

Photography in the pandemic: Keeping creativity flowing close to home

https://news.microsoft.com/apac/2020/10/23/photography-in-the-pandemic-keeping-creativity-flowing-close-
to-home/

12 Photo Projects You Can Do From Home During the COVID-19 Pandemic

https://www.photographytalk.com/12-photo-projects-you-can-do-from-home-during-the-covid-19-pandemic

Photography Project Ideas to Do at Home During COVID-19

https://www.format.com/magazine/resources/photography/covid-19-photography-ideas-at-home

Never too Young

Credit: Shelley Harynuk

NAME TAGS

Please remember to wear your name tag to club 
meetings and events. 

Lost your name tag? See Iris at the membership desk 
to order another, or via membership.opc@gmail.com 

AFFILIATIONS

Oceanside Photography Society 
is a member of the Canadian Association of 
Photographic Art.   

https://blog.adobe.com/en/publish/2021/03/01/how-the-pandemic-disrupted-the-way-these-photographers-created-and-their-takeaways-for-the-future.html#gs.cc94iu
https://blog.adobe.com/en/publish/2021/03/01/how-the-pandemic-disrupted-the-way-these-photographers-created-and-their-takeaways-for-the-future.html#gs.cc94iu
https://news.microsoft.com/apac/2020/10/23/photography-in-the-pandemic-keeping-creativity-flowing-close-to-home/
https://news.microsoft.com/apac/2020/10/23/photography-in-the-pandemic-keeping-creativity-flowing-close-to-home/
https://www.photographytalk.com/12-photo-projects-you-can-do-from-home-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.format.com/magazine/resources/photography/covid-19-photography-ideas-at-home
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Victoria Camera Club is again Broadcasting Zoom Presentations for 
2021/22 

For your information these speakers have been confirmed for the rest of 2021: 

• Monday, October 26th - “Crafting Your Images with Topaz”, with John Barclay

• Monday, November 22nd - “The Photoshop Heretic: How to Process your Black & White Images 
in Six Simple Steps”, with Cole Thompson

• Monday, December 6th - “Tones of Grace/Place” - with Dave Brosha

Hello to all participating clubs in the 2020-2021 BC/Yukon Inter-Club Speaker Series from the 2021-2022 
Speaker Series Steering Committee. Hope that you are all doing well as your clubs start up again after the 
summer break.

Based on the survey results from last year’s series, a steering committee was formed to organize the BC/
Yukon Inter-Club Speaker Series for this coming season. We wanted to update you on our progress and ask 
for a commitment for this year’s series.

The 2021-2022 Steering Committee Members 

Carla Hamilton from Langley Camera Club, Debbie Malm from Prince George Photographic Society, Geri 
Boyle and Kathryn McGarvey from the North Shore Photographic Society, Lynda Miller from CAPA 
Pacific Zone, Marshall Moleschi from Central Okanagan Photographic Society and Maureen Reid from 
Victoria Camera Club are all serving on this year’s speaker series steering committee and have been hard at 
work arranging speakers and dates for the coming year.

The 2021-2022 Program

We are very excited to announce that the following three outstanding, world-class speakers have been 
confirmed to present virtually on Zoom for the 2021-2022 BC/Yukon Inter-Club Speaker Series:

 

Guy Tal -  Friday, January 14, 2022 @ 7pm . Guy Tal is a professional writer and photographic artist 
living in Torrey, Utah.  He photographs primarily in the Colorado Plateau.  In his photographs, Guy 
intends to express emotions and mood rather than to document or commemorate the appearances of 
places or events.  In this talk, Guy will discuss some of the challenges faced by photographic artists 
today, and historically.  Explaining his philosophy of art and some of the science of visual expression, 
Guy will also discuss how photography, even in its purest forms, may express concepts beyond just 
representation of appearances.

George Kourounis – Friday, February 25th @ 7 pm. George Kourounis is a 21st century explorer/
photographer/storm chaser/TV presenter.  Through incredible story-telling, George shares hair-



Volume 14, No. 1 October 24, 2021

Oceanside Photography Society 8

raising tales from his many travels to the most dangerous, remote and inhospitable places on earth to 
photograph the extremes of nature … tornadoes in Kansas, monster hurricanes in the Gulf of Mexico, 
forest fires in British Columbia, volcanic eruptions, floods and other natural disasters.  He’ll also 
provide tips on how to use bad weather to your advantage, how to protect your gear, and how to stay 
safe in the worst conditions imaginable.

Joe McNally – Friday, April 8th @ 7 pm. Joe McNally is an internationally acclaimed, award-winning 
photographer whose prolific career includes assignments in 70 countries.  He is known world-wide as 
one of the top, technically excellent photographers of his generation, and is among the rare breed of 
photographer who has bridged the world between photojournalism and advertising.  McNally is 
equally comfortable climbing buildings or lighting a telescope to capturing quiet, sensitive subject 
matter.

THE FIELD TRIP FOLLIES (or FALLIES)

By Rick Horte

Now here's a painfully funny story. 

I attended the Field Trip on Saturday and ran into one other club member out in the rain and wind. So here 
I am lining up my shot on the boat ramp at the entrance to the Air Park,  completely oblivious to my 
surroundings and stormy conditions.  Next thing I know I'm on my side lying on the bottom of the 
concrete ramp, Pain shooting through my hip, wrist, head and chest. Really did a number on myself. I 
couldn't get up the ramp because it was that slippery. Crawled on hands and knees up the ramp to a spot I 
could eventually get up.

Damage report; right hip is swollen to about the size of a softball, walking with a limp, wrist painfully not 
working, head sore, and my 5 day old glasses bent. Now here's the funny part. The camera, a D4 with a 
70-200 lens, struck the concrete ramp with a severe jolt, and suffered minor scratches on the body bottom. 
This is the same camera that toppled off the tripod at the Courtenay museum. I took the D4 because it is 
very robust and water resistant. I've come to the conclusion that the D4 is BAD KARMA. The D4 and 
Courtenay just don't work together.

Limping badly, camera still working, I completed the walk around the Air Park to complete the Field Trip.
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TELL A STORY

September Assignment Winners 

Colour

Mary Watts
Tie First

Jack Harynuk
Tie First

Angie Ooms
Tie First

Peter Abley
Second

David Purves
Hon. Mention

Roy Watts
Third
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TELL A STORY

September Assignment Winners 

Black and White

Rick Horte
First

Jack Harynuk
Third

Iris Schurz
Second

Roy Watts
Hon. Mention
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TELL A STORY

September Assignment Winners 

Digital Art

Bob Christopher
First

Jack Harynuk
Second

Peter Abley
Third

David Purves
Hon. Mention


