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OCEANSIDE PHOTOGRAPHY SOCIETY
WELCOMES VISITORS
Visitors may attend two free meetings (either/or general meeting or education meeting) before deciding
whether to join the club. Please check in at the membership desk as you enter. The annual dues are $48 for the
first year (which includes a name tag) and $36 per year
afterwards. Dues are prorated monthly for new members joining between June and April.

NEWSLETTER

MEETING TIMES
General Meetings are held the first Wednesday of the
month from 7:00 to 9:00 pm in the West Hall at the
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre.
Education Meetings take place on the third Tuesday
of the month at 7:00 pm in the Windsor Room at the
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre except during July, August and December.

The aim of the Oceanside Society is to promote learning, sharing and
the enjoyment of photography in a convivial atmosphere.
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This newsletter is published
monthly via posting to the club
website. Back issues can also be
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SUBMISSIONS
The newsletter team welcomes
suggestions, questions, ideas and
photos that illustrate club activities.
Sold an image? Exhibiting? Win a
photo contest? Been travelling
and have a story and images to
share? Other members would be
interested in hearing about it.
Please send material to the newsletter team at:
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CLUB MEETINGS

The editorial team reserves the right to accept or reject any article submitted for The Oceanside Photography Society newsletter (OP Shutterbug) and to edit submitted articles in any way deemed appropriate and
necessary, including but not limited to length, clarity and conformance
with selected topics.
Footnotes and links to source materials are encouraged.

Please remember to wear your
name tag to club meetings and
events. To replace a lost nametag
see Frieda at the membership desk
or email
membership.opc@gmail.com

Due to allergies, asthma and other
conditions, we request that you do
not use any fragrance when
attending club meetings.

OPS SHUTTERBUG TEAM
Vivienne Bearder - Director/Editor
Frieda Van der Ree - Design and Layout

AFFILIATIONS

Shelley Harynuk - Support and Planning

Oceanside Photography Society is
a member of the Canadian Association of Photographic Art.

John Critchley - Tech Writer

COVER PHOTO: “Bluebell Dragon” by John Critchley
For more information about this image see Backstory on page 4.
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A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR
It is February, and although technically still winter, I feel more energized once the long weeks of January are past. For some adventurous
people however, the very first day of January was a time to get out
there and enjoy the water. Of course, I am referring to the annual Polar Bear swim, and in this issue, Lorene Kimura has submitted an article and photos featuring those hardy souls!
Other features this month include mine about being a volunteer at
the 2010 winter Olympics, an article from Gus Thompson about winning first prize in a photo contest by the American Rhododendron Society, photos and description of a Garth Brooks concert from Janet
Racz and a cover photo with back story submitted by John Critchley.

Vivienne Bearder,
Newsletter Director

Just for fun, we would love to see photos you have taken of inanimate
objects which you think look like a face/animal, etc. I am sure all of us
have seen one animal or another in a piece of driftwood! See our cover image this issue for an example. Please send your images to the
newsletter team at newsletter.opc@gmail.com for the March issue.
An accompanying back story to the image would be welcome if you
have one to share.

Photo by OPS member Alice Sarog
https://
www.summerandcompany.com/

Heads up: Brian Argyle Photography Course at TOSH
“This course, ‘Light the Way’, teaches you to shoot any time, day or night, in any situation and sky conditions, indoors or outside, portraits or landscapes. You’ll learn through examples - both indoors and on field
trips - how to control and mix ambient light with external lighting effects to yield stunning photos.”
Place: The Old School House Art Gallery in Qualicum
Time: Thursday mornings 9:30 - 12:30 on April 26, May 3, 10, 17
Cost: TOSH members $150.00 Nonmembers $160.00
http://www.theoldschoolhouse.org/ClassesOverview.htm
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Backstory: The Bluebell Dragon
By John Critchley
Location: https://www.google.ca/maps/@50.8878296,2.8298278,256m/data=!3m1!1e3?dcr=0

Nikon D300S + 18-55 f/3.5-f/4.5 @ 18mm, 1/8th second @
f/16, ISO 400

The wooded area known as Nettlebed Copse is, like most of rural England, privately owned. But unlike in
North America, people are free to roam across private land using public footpaths and ancient rights of way
as marked on the Ordnance Survey Maps at the One inch to the Mile scale. These maps are so well respected
as authorities on boundaries and rights of way that they were withdrawn from sale during the World Wars as
a precaution against aiding and abetting the German Army. My Mother's family was born, raised and lived
farming the land in this area, mostly within, say, 10 miles of Crewkerne.
During 2010, I spent ten months here in Somerset, sorting out my father’s accommodations, selling the family house and generally preparing for the inevitable. I worked on my cousins’ farm for weeks as the tractor
driver, chain harrowing the land. As I trundled around in ever decreasing circles at walking pace, I let my
mind wander back to a time decades earlier when Uncle George used to try to make a go of farming his land.
He taught me how to drive a tractor, how to connect and disconnect machinery, and how to engage the power take-off drive to operate such items as the grass cutters, balers, and the muck spreader, which, unsurprisingly, was my favourite!
I remember in particular one trip out to empty the muck spreader which was a large cylindrical drum on
wheels containing a central spinning shaft equipped with chains that rotated at high speed to fling the muck
out onto the land. Planning my bombing run carefully, I timed my run along the hedge adjacent to the road
to coincide with the passage of the school bus, which, during the summer months, would most likely have
open windows for ventilation. I emptied the spreader all along the hedge so that the furthest flung solids
made it over the hedge and into/ onto the passing school bus. Mission accomplished! . . .My farming days
were over.

Me Sir???? No Sir! I never saw the bus, Sir! I couldn’t hear it either owing to the sound of the muck spreader and besides, the bus came up behind me! I got away with it.
There are large areas of bluebells in all manner of places in the country; they are prolific growers and almost
regarded as a weed, except that they are pretty. I walked through the copse many times and took many pictures on many days. This fallen tree branch caught my eye as it reminded me of a mythical dragon’s head.
On my last day in the copse, I was startled to see another person walking along a path carrying a long bow,
rather than a tripod and camera. He had targets set up at various points and was shooting at them with lethal
looking arrows. I beat a hasty retreat before he opted to send one my way.
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Gus Thompson’s Prize-winning Photos Published in
American Rhododendron Society Journal

Two photos by Oceanside Photography Society member Gus Thompson won first prize
in two categories in a contest by the American Rhododendron Society, and were published
this month in their international journal. The photos were both taken at Milner Gardens and Woodlands
in Qualicum Beach.
Gus reports “When we moved from Alberta to Parksville, my wife Sherry was thrilled that the warm Mediterranean climate allowed her to grow rhododendrons and magnolias – very challenging tasks in the frosty Alberta climate. I soon found myself enrolled in the Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society (Sherry is now
Vice-President) and in Milner Gardens. We enjoy a weekly trip there for a walk, some photos, and of course,
soup and a scone.
One of my photos, of a path through Milner in the spring with the ground carpeted in fallen petals, was tied
for first place in the Landscape Category. In addition, the photo of the brilliant fall colours of the garden won
solo first prize in the Creative Category. The former was taken with my iPhone 6+ and the latter with a Nikon D7200 (18 – 200 Nikon Zoom lens). They were published in the Winter edition of the Journal of the
American Rhododendron Society.”

Shares and Awares
From Ron Windrim: https://www.dpreview.com/videos/4377815490/18-useful-lightroom-shortcuts-for-beginners?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2018-january17&ref_=pe_1822230_269113690_dpr_nl_295_20

From Vivienne Bearder: Photography Hacks – DIY photography tips including several videos for

tips.

https://www.cooph.com/magazine/features/shutterfeed/detail/article/8-diy-photo-hacks-usingcardboard.html
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The 2018 Parksville Polar Bear Splash by Lorena Kimura
January 1st while many people are sitting in their warm houses
still in their pajamas others were at Parksville Community
Beach for the annual New Year’s Polar Bear Splash. This event
has been taking place every year since 1990 and put on by dedicated volunteers.
Arrowsmith Search and rescue dressed in dry suits created a
finish line water wall complete with lots of enthusiastic cheering for participants. Parksville Fire Department firefighters /
first responders were also there to provide on shore medicalaid if needed but luckily enough their medical help wasn’t required. People of all ages and all sizes were ready to jump into
the cold water to celebrate the New Year. They came dressed
in everything from summer style bathing suits to one piece pajamas and some very elaborate costumes. There were almost
as many spectators watching as there were participants and
many of them were there with their dogs.
On your mark, Get set, and Go were the words that over 225
participants were waiting for. This was the largest number of
people that had ever taken part in the event and no one left
disappointed. People ran, walked and yes even skipped
through the water to reach the final destination of the boundary lines. Funny enough some of them actually took their time
to return to shore and yes even a few of them went back for a
second time. Everyone there had a great time and it was full of
a party atmosphere.
I had never been to this event before but I am sure it won’t be
the last: it was a lot of fun. You should mark your calendar for
next year; you won’t be sorry.

Some dogs at the event looked puzzled at the human antics.
Oceanside Photography Society
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A ‘Smurf’ at the Vancouver 2010 Winter
Olympics By Vivienne Bearder
Have you ever thought of volunteering at an Olympic
Games? With the winter Olympics in South Korea this
month, my thoughts travel back to the time that I had
considered it and applied. I thought to myself that it
might be a fun thing to do and that I would become involved in a major event being held in Vancouver. Given
my age at the time, I felt it was a once in a lifetime opportunity that I simply might regret missing.
The process of being selected and eventually accepted as
an Olympic volunteer is fairly lengthy, ranging from one
to two years from start to finish. I applied at about 18
months before the games and found the process to be
exciting and interesting especially as each communication from the organizing committee brought me closer
and closer to being accepted. The first phase involved a
phone interview with an organizing committee employee. As I had applied to be considered for the International Client Services section, some of the questions revolved
around my experience with people of other nations and
my driving skills. In this particular category of volunteer,
the duties tended to be either as translator or as personal assistant who drive the officials to all Olympic venues.
I don’t speak any other languages other than a smattering of words in French, so my only option was to be an
assistant.
Some months later I received the exciting news that I
was accepted! However, the final confirmation would
come if I continued to ‘pass’ future interviews and training. The training started with general aspects of being an
Olympic volunteer, such as learning the history of the
games, tests of our ability to adapt to changing conditions/situations, learning the requirements on protocol
about speaking with international clients, such as not
using slang or Canadian jargon, and other aspects of inOceanside Photography Society
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Vivienne’s official pass

teracting with the clients. During these group
sessions, we were asked how we would respond
to a specific scenario such as what you would do
if your car broke down while transporting your
client to an event for which they must be present. Does this kind of question sound familiar? It
was rather like attending an actual job interview!
Interestingly enough I found myself to be in a
real situation when the official Olympic car was
towed away while I was showing my clients
around Commercial Drive one afternoon before
taking them to a skating event! Fortunately I was
able to contact someone else in time to send a
car to collect the clients, after which I had to hot
foot it downtown to recover the car from the
towing company. Needless to say the situation
was rather embarrassing, but my clients took it
all in good grace and thought it was quite amusing. I thought otherwise!
Following these group sessions, those of us who
were assigned as personal assistant/drivers were
tested on our driving skills. In addition to having
to learn the ‘Olympic’ routes through the city, we
had to drive up Cypress Mountain and other areas while we were observed just as if we were undergoing an official test for a provincial driving
Cont’d on next page
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license. Fortunately, the car, although large, was easy
to handle and it was helpful that it was equipped with a
backup camera and blue tooth capabilities for when we
had to phone someone whilst driving.

‘Smurfs’ at the Winter Olympics

When I was finally notified that I had ‘passed’ all the
required tests I was thrilled. Now it was time to collect
my uniform and I was praying that it would not be a
bright orange or yellow with strange patterns as one
has seen in past winter Olympics. Much to my delight
the uniform was blue – my favourite colour. Volunteers
were each issued a jacket, fleece, long sleeved T- shirt,
toque, gloves and photo id pass. The pass was specific
to the ‘job’ one was assigned and at the bottom of it
were codes that informed security and others which
venues/areas you were permitted to enter. By the way,
volunteers were permitted to keep the uniform if they
completed a set number of shifts during the games. I
still use my jacket to this day as it is very warm; perfect
for walking in windy cold weather on our beaches. Interestingly I sometimes come across other previous volunteers wearing their blue jackets, which leads to an
introduction and discussion between us about what
each of us did during the Olympics. It was seeing all
those volunteers in blue jackets that prompted my husband Alan to refer to me and the others as ‘Smurfs’.

After receiving my uniform and instructions I was
curious about whom I would be assigned. I arrived at the designated hotel in Vancouver to
meet my client – the Olympic Committee President and Secretary General of Bermuda – a country that somehow one does not think of in connection with winter sports! However, I later discovered two athletes were representing Bermuda
– in cross country skiing and skeleton.

Just because Bermuda was participating in only a
few sports didn’t mean that my clients were only
interested in attending those events. On the contrary, during the full 16 days, I drove them to
many events, from Richmond to Whistler and inbetween. When the client arrived at a venue, I
Cont’d on next page
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was ‘free’ until the time we arranged I would collect
them. In some cases, I was able to enjoy watching the
event myself, sometimes even taking a seat in the Press
area when these seats were practically unoccupied – at
least during the preliminary events. No such luck
getting in to see the hockey final, but I was able to
watch some of the hockey games, curling, and the ski
jumping at Whistler in particular.

February 2018

by my clients to have lunch with them at the athlete’s village. It was not fancy, being somewhat
like a cafeteria, but it was interesting to see the
different athletes up close. At the entrance to
the village were flagpoles flying all the national
flags and in the village was some lovely first nation artwork including totems.

Hockey line-up: Norway vs USA

Inukshuk at Olympic Village, with blimp overhead

Curling

If I could not watch the event, I joined other volunteers
in a room to have some refreshments and chat with the
others until it was time to leave. One day I was invited
Oceanside Photography Society
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One of the best ‘perks’ of being a volunteer was
being invited to attend the dress rehearsal of the
opening ceremony. It was fabulous and included
everything that was to be in the actual opening
ceremony except for seeing the individual who
would be bringing in the torch with the Olympic
flame. We even practiced the ‘Mexican Wave’ as
we watched the show. I recall being mesmerized
Cont’d on next page
http://oceansidephotographers .ca/wp

Volume 10 Number 10

OPS Shutterbug Newsletter

by K.D. Lang singing Leonard Cohen’s ‘Hallelujah’ and
I admit it brought tears to my eyes. When the actual
opening ceremony occurred I volunteered, along
with others, to accompany important guests in the
bus to and from BC Place. We volunteers then waited in a nearby large room where we again watched
the ceremony on the big screen and at last saw that
it was Wayne Gretsky who arrived with the Olympic
flame.

February 2018

At the Olympic Games closing ceremony I was impressed when John Furlong who was the President
and CEO of the 2010 Vancouver Olympic Organizing Committee spoke about the value and contribution of the Olympic volunteers. These games
involved 50,000 workers, both paid and unpaid.
18,500 people volunteered their time and experience and I must say that I am proud to have
played even a small part.

Poster with legs

Olympic flags seen through an etched window

Fortunately we were permitted to take photographs
at many of the events, but of course, it was not to
be at the expense of the job we were doing. During
my waiting time around the city and venues, I carried my camera with me when possible. It was fun
taking photos of the sights and people, but it was
not always easy. For example, inside a venue there
were challenging light situations and it was definitely
a point and shoot situation in most cases. Oh how I
wish I had had an iPhone to use at that time!
Oceanside Photography Society

The Winter Olympics inspired displays of national
pride
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Photos at a Concert
by Janet Racz
Tickets to the Garth Brooks and Trisha Yearwood concert were a surprise for Tyler's birthday. The event was in Tacoma, Washington at
the Tacoma Dome which seats 23,000 people
and of course was sold out. A group of seven
of us went down for the weekend and it was
one of the best concerts I'd ever seen (and I
am a huge concert attendee). Trisha Yearwood even allowed her backup singer to perform a solo of one of Trisha's songs. Both Trisha and Garth seemed like very decent and
humble people.
Garth Brooks did two shows that day, one at
2pm and the other at 7pm and we went to the
2pm. We were told before the concert began
that Garth had chosen this particular show to
be featured in his live DVD so he gave an
amazing show with high energy.
These images were shot on a Panasonic Lumix ZS-50 point and shoot and zoomed in. I
WISH I would have been allowed my telephoto system but of course they search you at the
gates and don't allow semi/pro gear. The pictures are straight out of camera, no post.
The shirt and ticket on the next page were
taken on my iPhone X.

Cont’d on next page
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STUMP THE
CHUMP
How can I take interesting photos on dreary winter days?
What to do when the sky is overcast, the light is flat, contrast is low, colour is drab and inspiration mirrors all the
above weather conditions? In other words, how do we
make interesting photos during winter in B.C.?

or,

"A fair question, and one which in recent weeks has been
much on my mind." (https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=iJfPV7HU1IM)
I sometimes see a lady out walking the same route that I
use and she is dutifully lugging her DSLR around with her.
I often wonder if she ever finds anything interesting to
shoot.

or,

Here's the thing. You can't make a photograph without a)
contrast and b) tone (See: The Art of Photography by
Bruce Barnbaum, Chapter 2)

or,

So look for MICRO contrast as opposed to MACRO contrast.
Emphasize other elements of composition such as:
Light
Color
Line
Form
Pattern
Balance
Movement
or:

Texture
Camera Position
Shutter Speed

Failing that, wait for the weather to change!

Focal Length
Depth of Field
Positive/Negative Space

Oceanside Photography Society

Cheers,
Your Chump
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ASSIGNMENT: EVERYDAY ITEMS CATEGORY: COLOUR

1

Frieda Van der Ree
Bread and Board

Roy Watts
Night Dragon

2

Roy Watts
Old Kettle

3

Vivienne Bearder
Green Faucet

Oceanside Photography Society
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CATEGORY: BLACK & WHITE

1

Vivienne Bearder
Fork Reflection

2

3

Mary Watts
Coffee Time

Frieda Van der Ree
Cracked

Oceanside Photography Society
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CATEGORY: DIGITAL ART

1
Jack Harynuk
Banana Loaf

2

Vivienne Bearder
Simply Forks

3
Oceanside Photography Society

Frieda Van der Ree
The Soup Genie
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X-rays and Country Lanes
By Shelley Harynuk

I was watching the Olympic coverage this weekend and got to thinking about how photography is so much a
part of our lives and not just in the obvious ways. Certainly there are the incredible shots of athletes performing their sports at the pinnacle of their runs; the snowboarder 20, 30 or more feet in the air, upside
down captured in that magic moment when you know the crowd is screaming in delight. But the image that
amazed me - where photography combined with technology made the difference for Canada at least - was
Long Track Speed Skating when Ted-Jan Bloomen won the silver medal. He beat his opponent by .002 of a
second. The photo finish proved his skate was only a tiny fraction of an inch ahead. So incredible.
If you stand at a bank machine or in the lineup at the bank, you are being photographed. When you go to the
dentist I’m sure every one of us has our teeth X-rayed from time to time and most women have mammograms every couple of years and while not thought of as photography you have to admit they are certainly
within the realm. Fabric, wallpaper, wrapping paper can also be found that is designed with photos rather
than artistically rendered patterns or images. Book covers of course can be clearly photographs but often
they are manipulated and become artistically designed backgrounds for typeface on book covers. Real Estate
walk throughs, restaurant menus online, furniture purchases, the list is truly endless.

One of the more interesting uses of photography that we have encountered in recent
years is Google Earth. We have the ability to
“walk” or “drive” just about anywhere in the
world now without ever leaving our
homes. Just how incredible this can be unfolded in the living room of one of our newsletter
team earlier this month when he decided to go
for a Google Earth walk down the country lanes
in Somerset where his father had lived. If you
look at the photo (right) you’ll see an old gentleman walking towards the camera. That is
John’s father. He was 91 when this photo was
taken and he walked two miles down this lane every day. Google Earth took this photo in 2009. You can only
imagine John’s surprise.
Photography is omnipresent in our lives. We do nothing without an attached image. Online shopping is unthinkable without being able to see what we’re buying. We have become a visually stimulated society for
better or for worse. Better make sure your hair is done and your makeup is perfect because you just never
know when your photo is being taken.
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