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HAPPY
NEW
YEAR!
Parksville Polar Bear Swim
Photograph by Wayne Buhr

Oceanside Photographers Club
Welcomes Visitors
Visitors may attend two free meetings (either/or
general meeting or education meeting) before
deciding whether to join the club. Please check in
at the membership desk as you enter. The annual
dues are $48 for the first year (which includes a
name tag) and $36 per year afterwards. Dues are
prorated monthly for new members joining
between June and April.

Meeting
Times
OPC General Meetings are held the first
Wednesday of the month from 7:00 to 9:00
PM in the East Hall at the Qualicum Beach
Civic Centre.
OPC Education Meetings take place on the
third Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM in the
Windsor Room at the Qualicum Beach Civic
Centre. Bring your camera and manual if
you would like help.

The aim of the OPC is to promote learning, sharing
and the enjoyment of photography in a convivial atmosphere.
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JOIN THE CLUB MANAGEMENT TEAM!
We are looking for members to participate in the
Oceanside Photographers Management Team.
Currently we have a vacancy for a Social Director.
Do consider taking part in a team that strives to
initiate club activities that are both educational and
enjoyable!
For more information, please speak with any of the
management team at the general meeting or
education meeting, or contact us at
president.opc@gmail.com
We would be more than happy to welcome and
mentor you!
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THE SHUTTERBUG
This newsletter is published monthly via
posting to the club website. Back issues
can also be accessed from the website.
SUBMISSIONS
The newsletter team welcomes
suggestions, questions, ideas and photos
that illustrate club activities.
Sold an image? Exhibiting? Win a photo
contest? Taking a photography related
course? Been travelling and have a story
and images to share? Other members
would be interested in hearing about it.
Please send material to the Newsletter
Team at newsletter.opc@gmail.com

CLUB MEETINGS
Please remember to wear your name tag
to club meetings and events.
Lost your name tag? See Debra at the
membership desk to order another, or
via membership.opc@gmail.com
Due to allergies, asthma and other
conditions, we request that you do not
use any fragrance when attending club
meetings.
AFFILIATIONS
Oceanside Photography Club is a
member of the Canadian Association of
Photographic Arts

For club executive contact information, upcoming
general meetings, field trips, education meetings
and assignments, please visit the OPC website.
http://oceansidephotographers.ca/wp
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Keukenhof Gardens
By Corrie DeKluyver
The Keukenhof gardens are set in a woodland park
approximately 30 kilometers south-west of Amsterdam.
Dutch bulb growers developed this spectacular garden
in 1949 as a showcase. The gardens, planted with
over 7 million bulbs, are at their best showing of
tulips, daffodils and hyacinths, in the spring from
about late March to mid May. Often referred to as
the most beautiful spring garden in the world, the
landscaping of these gardens is unique and
unforgettable. Thousands of different tulip and other
bulb varieties provide a stunningly gorgeous setting
around unique and extensive water features in a
woodland setting. Keukenhof gardens offers an
abundance of visitor services, delightful restaurants
and cafes scattered about the site, as well as
enormous display greenhouses showcasing the latest
bulbs and floral arrangements.
These gardens are inspirational, and I found it difficult
to put my camera down.
Covering over 3,000 acres, this unique garden is a
photographer’s dream.
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Keukenhof Gardens - Photography by Corrie DeKluyver
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Exhibitions – Minimize Your Cost, Maximize Your Sales
By Debra Kuzbik
One of the many benefits of belonging to the Oceanside Photographers’ Club is the opportunity to exhibit your work. The club arranges a number of exhibitions each year that members are invited to participate in, however the costs of exhibiting can be prohibitive.
Here are a few things that you can do to help minimize the cost:
1.Printing
Our club membership provides us with discounts at Island Exposure in Parksville and London
Drugs in Nanaimo. Both do excellent work. London Drugs gives a $3.00 coupon with each
photo order. These coupons don’t expire and they may be combined. Your next print order
could be free!
There are lots of promos and coupon codes available for online printing as well. Check out
Ink Doodle, Snap Fish and Henry’s. If you are printing 5 x 7’s there is nothing wrong with the
Kodak kiosks.
No matter where you take or send your files to be printed, have them ready to go and sized.
Most places will charge extra if they have to resize, adjust or enhance your work.
2. Matting and Framing
You can have your work custom matted and framed, but it is the most expensive route. A
better idea is to learn how to mat and frame your own photographs. A Logan mat cutter will
cost between $100 and $200 (and up), but it will easily pay for itself in a short amount of time,
and it is not difficult to learn how to use. You can make single, double or triple matted bevel
edged mats that are professional grade.
Most galleries prefer white or off-white mat board, so it is a good idea to stock up on off-cuts
of these and other neutral colours such as ivory, beige, ochre and black. Look for high quality,
acid-free mats board off-cuts from framing and art supply stores,
After years of buying department store frames and shopping for bargains, I now only use
Opus gallery frames in black metal. These high quality frames come in a range of sizes, are
easy to load and switch and come packaged in a reusable box. Opus even includes the
hanging wire and hanging clips! Opus Art Supplies in Vancouver and Victoria (and online)
occasionally have them on sale and offer a bulk discount. They will also mail out boxes of five
frames in the smaller sizes.
Remember to check for bits of dust and debris after you have framed your work. Is the glass
clean and streak-free? Wearing gloves while matting and framing prevents stains and finger
prints.
(continued on the next page)

Oceanside Photographers

http://oceansidephotographers.ca/wp

Page 5

Vol.8 No.6

Shutterbug Newsletter

Dec 2015/Jan 2016

3. Canvas
Canvas prints are more expensive than paper prints. You can purchase stretcher bars at art
supply stores and stretch canvas prints yourself by hand. The tools required are a staple gun,
a canvas gripper tool and a box cutter to trim off excess canvas. Check You Tube for lots of
how-to help. The results are not as good as with a professional canvas stretcher, but smaller
pieces will work quite well.
4. Pricing

Don’t undersell your work! Factor in the cost of your equipment, the time spent mastering
your equipment, time spent photographing your subjects, and the time spent in post
Production. One suggestion is to price your work at 2.5 to 3 times the cost of printing, matting
and framing.
Once the exhibition is over, here’s hoping you won’t be needing to bring home as many
pieces as you hung. Take care with the prints and canvases that do have to come home to be
stored. Protect prints between sheets of cardboard or in plastic sleeves and wrap canvases to
keep them free of dirt and spills. If stored in a cool, dark space, prints and canvases should
last for many years and can be exhibited again. Try not to exhibit the same work over and
over though. You will grow as an artist if you are challenging yourself to produce new work
and learn new skills.
Remember that one sale can cover all your exhibition costs. Two sales provide a fund to print,
mat, and frame new images for the next show!

Debra Kuzbik at the ‘MAC’ (McMillan Arts Centre)
with some of her framed work.

Oceanside Photographers

http://oceansidephotographers.ca/wp

Page 6

Vol.8 No.6

Shutterbug Newsletter

Dec 2015/Jan 2016

Grizzly Watching
By Carol Anderson
While travelling down the highway, Linda spotted a grizzly
bear foraging in the shrubby vegetation alongside the
highway on the driver’s side. Linda pulled off onto the
shoulder shouting to wake up Cliff and to distract my
attention from writing in the journal. We grabbed cameras
and opened the three windows on the driver’s side of the
motorhome giving each of us a portal from which to
photograph We inched along the shoulder following the
bear about one-quarter to one-third of a mile in Linda’s
estimation.
Altogether the bear entertained us for three-quarters of an hour! He was fascinating to watch.
Sometimes he held branches in one paw and used his teeth to strip off the red soapberries. Amazingly, he left the leaves and branches intact. Guess he instinctively knew not to damage his food
source! Occasionally, he’d sit on his haunches to chew on his gleanings. Once in a while, he would
scratch himself with a hind paw. When he felt he had exhausted the berry sources close to him, he
would lope along the ditch to find the next berry patch.

On two occasions, he stood up on his hind legs to have a look around impressing us with his vast
size. After quite a time, he crossed the highway and began sampling the plant offerings there. We
watched him digging with his front paws, his hind end shaking from the effort. Eventually, he’d
emerge with a piece of vegetation including the root. The roots must have been his gourmet treats
since he put in a lot of effort to extract each one. What a “WOW” experience seeing a wild bear in
his natural habitat at such close range for such a period of time! And to be safely ensconced in the
motorhome while doing so! A number of other vehicles stopped especially after the bear was on
our side of the highway—motorcycles, RV’s, cars, and trucks, but the most unusual was the big tour
bus that was headed in the opposite direction and turned around on the highway to face our
direction. Linda said he was as long as the highway was wide. She couldn’t believe he could turn
around! At this point, we figured it was time to move on.
Oceanside Photographers
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Photobooks For Telling Stories
By Ed Dunnett
One of the things I like most about photography is that it
gives you a great opportunity to tell stories: about places
you have seen, about interesting people you have met or
about simply highlighting your year.
And for me the best way to tell those stories is in photo
books. Photo books are typically concise accounts using
only your best images. You can browse them at any time
or show them to your family and friends when they drop
by and say “how was Burma?” And if so desired, you can
offer your books for sale through numerous online
bookstores like blurb.
Photo books are incredibly easy to produce these days through numerous online self publishing
bookstores. To lay out your books, these sites give you very easy templates to choose from that
include text and photo arrangements. You arrange the photos and text yourself and upload them to
a publishing website. A few days later a beautiful book with your most treasured photos shows up
at your door. And you feel great for escaping the digital dark age that locks all your creative work
in your computer.
I have sampled a number of self publishing online bookstores but the one I come back too again
and again is BLURB (www.blurb.ca). For $35 or so, blurb lets you produce an 8x10 glossy soft covered 50 page photo book. They are great for travel. One of my recent ones is called the
“Blue Danube”. I find this size excellent as many of my best images are in 8x10 format allowing for
full page spreads in the books. You can get larger hard covered books but I usually don’t as they
cost quite a bit more.
And if you use the photo editing program, Lightroom, you can transfer your edited photos directly
to Blurb without leaving the Lightroom program. Numerous templates for displaying your work in
photo books are available for easy uploading to the blurb website.
There is one other thing. I now have around 15 books on
various subjects. How do you display them for easy
access? What I did was to buy a small dressing table from
Ikea and place it in the living room. On it are five of my
books each showing their cover. The rest are in the table
drawers. From time to time I rotate the books on top and
always leave a special space for the latest copy. Fun, easy
and great for jogging the memory. Just go to “2010
highlights” to see all the good things that happened that
year.

Happy printing!
Oceanside Photographers
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January Education Meeting Follow Up - Extracting JPEGS From RAW Files
At theJanuary education meeting, our Education Director John
Critchley covered several topics such as an explanation of the
camera histogram and the technique of exposing to the right (ETTR)
to maximize the potential of your camera’s sensor. During the
meeting, John recommended that photographers shoot in RAW
format to obtain optimal data capture, and pointed out that all
camera RAW files contain a JPG (JPEG) file, and commented that
there is a software program that extracts the JPEG image from the RAW files without the
photographer having to use the RAW +JPG setting in their cameras. Here is what John has to say:
All RAW files contain a JPG file. The camera uses this JPG to display on the camera’s viewing
screen and to use for adjustments like the histogram. If you want to see the JPG file in your work
flow, there is a way of extracting the JPG from RAW without you having to set your camera to shoot
RAW+JPG. This means that you don’t have to write two files to your camera storage and space as
there is no need for the second (JPEG) file.

It consists of a very nifty FREE program called IJFR (Instant JPEG) From RAW).
http://michaeltapesdesign.com/instant-jpeg-from-raw.html . This is the URL for the registration
page. It is well worth the effort as I can attest, having used the program for years and I have never
received an unsolicited email or anything else from the company.
So, simply register, look out for the download link they send you in an email, download the correct
version and install it. Then a right click on the directory of choice will bring up a simple option as
to where you want to put the JPEGs - in the same folder as the RAW files or in a subfolder of the
RAW files.
So far I have to say that it works well on Windows 7 (I tested it). It should work on Windows 8, but I
can’t test it on Windows 10, and it does not work with OSX El Capitan, although it does apparently
install successfully. It will run on OSX Yosemite (10.07 - 10.10). Most likely this is because the
Company hasn’t updated the program for the latest operating systems. Be patient! - if you need
JPEGS in your workflow, this is an excellent way to get them.
If you can use it, I recommend it. It works as advertised and is very quick and easy, taking on
average 3/100ths of second per file to extract the JPEGS. IJFR Manual (Select link for the manual)
John hopes that this great little program helps!
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STUMP A CHUMP!
Welcome to our new feature page in which you are invited to submit a ‘how do I’ photography
question that is ‘stumping’ you. Please submit your question to newsletter.opc@gmail.com by the
15th of each month and read the newsletter issue at the end of the same month for your answer!

Question
How do I use the new Lightroom 6 features of HDR and Panorama stitching on the same set of
pictures?
Answer
This question may be news to some, but the fact is that there is huge potential to first creating HDR
shots from your bracketed pictures and afterwards stitching them together to form a panorama.
This works very well because Lightroom retains the flexibility to edit after creating the HDR scenes
by using the (non-destructive) DNG file format after processing. As always, where image quality is
important, it is necessary to shoot in RAW and in this case use a leveled tripod for your shooting
platform. (Use the spirit level bubble on the head of your tripod!) Ok, if you don’t have a spirit
level on your tripod, you can buy a small level (about 3 inches) at the dollar store and carry it with
you for such eventualities.
In general terms, shoot the scene using the bracketing* feature of your camera. I suggest five shots
at one stop increments and then move the camera to achieve between 30-50% overlap with the
next shot. Repeat as many times as needed to cover the scene. If possible, use the camera in
portrait orientation (e.g. vertical) to give a more balanced panorama otherwise you may have a
panorama that is too narrow at the end of the process. This shooting process will leave you with
multiple shots that need to be processed first through the HDR feature, and then through the
Panorama feature. For the details of how to proceed from the shooting phase, I am going to refer
you to an excellent article with lots of screen shot captures on the Photography Life web site. They
have done almost as good a job as I would have done, so I am quite happy not to re-invent the
wheel! https://photographylife.com/creating-an-hdr-panorama-with-lightroom-6
P.S. The bracketing feature varies from camera to camera and so it is not practical for me to supply
any hints as to how to achieve this in general terms. You will need to refer to your camera manual
to determine how to use this feature of your specific camera.
Happy shooting! - The Chump
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PHOTO ASSIGNMENT WINNERS
“Water”

Category: Colour

First Place
Sea Sprayed Log
Wayne Duke

Second Place
Harbour Reflections
Inge Riis McDonald

Third Place
Apple Wash
Mary Watts
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PHOTO ASSIGNMENT WINNERS

“Water”
Category: Black and White

First Place Tie
Bubble
Mary Watts

First Place Tie
Dolphin Domain
Wayne Duke

Second
Reflections
Paul Edelenbos

Third Place Tie
Buttertubs
Ken Meisner

Third Place Tie
Waterfall Cascade
Sucha Ollek
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PHOTO ASSIGNMENT WINNERS

“Water”
Category: Digital Art

First Place
Water Paper
Ken Meisner

Second Place
Splash with Flare
Wayne Duke

Third Place
Five Bridges
Jack Harynuk
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PHOTO ASSIGNMENT WINNERS
“Fall Colours”

Category: Colour

First Place
Birch Trees
Kevin McGuinness

Second Place
Morning Fog
Frieda Van der Ree

Third Place
Morning Chill
Paul Edelenbos
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PHOTO ASSIGNMENT WINNERS

“Fall Colours”
Category: Black and White

First Place
Catch a Falling Raindrop
Beate Kuhn

Second
The River
Ken Ginther

Third Place
Sea of Mushrooms
Teresa Lange Kings
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PHOTO ASSIGNMENT WINNERS

“Fall Colours”
Category: Digital Art

First Place
October Rush
Kevin McGuinness

Second Place
Waterfall
Jack Harynuk
Third Place
Maple Leaf
Beth Millar
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WEB LINKS AND APPS FOR PHOTOGRAPHERS
At Oceanside Photographers Club general and education meetings we find that members will tell us about
web sites and apps of interest to photographers. We all know that there is a wealth of knowledge and
creativity on the ‘net’, but we don’t always know where to start looking. This page will be a regular feature
in the newsletter, so if you have a particular web site you have found that you find useful or if you need help
in finding a website on a particular photography topic, please contact the newsletter team at
newsletter.opc@gmail.com

What is the fastest memory card for my camera? (Web site)
John Critchley found this useful site http://www.cameramemoryspeed.com/. The site mentions that
fast cards allow your camera to take more pictures in less time as well as transfer images to your
computer. The site shows test results between specific cameras and memory cards.
iPhone Photography School (Web site plus info on an app)
While looking on the internet about a photo editing app that Vivienne Bearder uses on her ipad
(and recommended to her by Debra Kuzbik!), Vivienne found this site that might be of interest to
iphone photographers. http://iphonephotographyschool.com/

The specific photo editing app is called Snapseed, and here is an article titled ‘The Complete
Guide to Snapseed Photo Editing App http://iphonephotographyschool.com/snapseed-tutorial/
PhotoPills (app)
Donna Wickstrom told us about a useful app titled PhotoPills. This app helps photographers by
giving them information about the sun, twilights and magic hours, as well as moon rise and set,
camera exposure settings, visualizing sun and moon positions and paths and an image planner
plus more! http://www.photopills.com/

TPE– The Photographer’s Ephemeris (Web site plus info on an App)
Frieda Van der Ree mentioned a web site (and App) that works as a tool “to help you plan outdoor
photography in natural light, especially landscape and urban scenes.” The site offers a free desktop web app (browser based) and an iOS and Android mobile apps.
http://photoephemeris.com/
The Golden Hour (Web site and app)
And in keeping with useful apps for photographers, check out The Golden Hour, a web site and
app that is available for iPhone and iPad that “allows you to take the sun with you wherever you
go.” http://app.golden-hour.com/
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EDITOR’S GRAB BAG
By Shelley Harynuk

Several years ago, not long after my husband, Jack, and I joined the Oceanside Photographers
Club, I was approached about becoming the Membership Director. I was flattered but also quite
apprehensive about taking on a position in the Club’s Executive. I didn’t really know many
people; I didn’t think I had the skills necessary and I didn’t really know how the Club
operated. Then it occurred to me that I should just give it a try - what was the worst that could
Happen? And there began my relationship with the Oceanside Photographers Club you all know
today.
We were much smaller then - perhaps 50 people vs close to 100 members now but I can tell you it
was one of the best decisions I could have made. I progressed from Membership to Vice
President, President, Past President and now Newsletter Director. I have learned so much and met
so many wonderful people during my time on the Executive and would not change the experience
for anything.
Sometimes it’s been tough trying to make decisions that will affect Club members but by and large
we have, over the years, worked as a team to make the Club a better and more enjoyable place for
everyone who joins. It has been an investment of time as much as anything but it has been time
well spent and I have benefitted enormously from that investment. Some of the Executive have had
to drop out for various reasons and others have stepped in to fill those positions but we are now
faced with a number of positions on the Executive that need new faces. I am stepping down in May
as Newsletter Director because after five years, I want to enjoy being a member without the
responsibilities of being on the Executive but I will miss the camaraderie and the conversations
and the planning we have together.
I want to encourage you, new members and old, to step up and think seriously about what you can
contribute to making our already terrific Club an even better place for our members. You will
grow and so will the Club with new ideas and new perspectives. Please take a look at the vacant
positions and take a chance. It is a decision you will not regret.

If you are interested in joining the Executive just speak to anyone currently on the Management
Team.
Shelley Harynuk
Editor Shutterbug Newsletter
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