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Submissions: The editor welcomes
ideas, questions, suggestions, and
photos that illustrate club activities.
Send submissions to
Editor Frieda Van der Ree at
newsletter.opc@gmail.com
Deadline is the 15th of each month.
Please remember to wear your
name tag to club meetings and
events, to help us all put names to
faces. Lost your tag? See Deb at
the welcome desk to order
another.
Due to allergies, asthma and other
conditions, we request that you do
not wear anything with a fragrance
to the club meetings.
Oceanside Photographers is a member of
the Oceanside Community Arts Council

Cover photo by Wayne Buhr
Nikon D300 f5.3 1/200 sec ISO 250
Taken in Hoi An, Vietnam
See more of Wayne’s images at
http://www.waynebuhrphotography.com/
OP Shutterbug
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Club doings...

Upcoming:

GENERAL MEETINGS
Guest speakers
At the August general meeting Les McLean
treated members to a virtual trip in a time machine, dipping into his archive of personal photos
and publications to show what life was like as a
photographer for a large American twice/daily
newspaper during the turbulent Vietnam War
years. He also shot for the social and fashion
pages of the paper, explaining that he liked working with professional models because they knew
how to look good in a shoot, and that made the
photographer look good as well.

FIELD TRIPS

Exhibits

July Jim Troyanek sports a live moustache In
this photo by Jack Harynuk, taken at the Butterfly World . This was the best-attended field trip
in some time, with almost two dozen members
attending and 18 gathering for lunch at Tree
Restaurant.

The Gallery at Qualicum Art Supply: October 2013
Island Exposures Gallery: Nov 5—Dec 7 2013
Note: entry forms and submission guidelines are
available on the club website, in the member login section.

Field Trips
Please note that starting September, field trips
will take place the second Sunday of each
month rather than the third.
September:
North Island Wildlife Recovery Centre

Next up..
David and Leslie Haynes of Buckingham Stencils in
Nanoose Bay will talk about Colour Theory at the
next meeting Wednesday September 4th.

October:
Morden Colliery Historic Provincial Park and

Our numbers in August:

www.mordennime.com

80 paid-up members

15 members sent a total of 93 field trip images

This park contains the only remaining coal tipple
on the island, a 23m tall head frame and other
photogenic relicts of buildings and machinery, as
well as a pleasant trail to the Nanaimo River.

“The camera is an instrument that teaches
people how to see without a camera.”

Assignments

37 assignment submissions

—Dorothea Lange

OP Shutterbug

Members gathered in the picnic shelter at
Rathtrevor Park for the annual club social which
took place Aug 18th
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August: Bugs and Flowers
September: Wood
October: Derelict Machinery
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Club doings… OP sponsors 4-H photography group at Coombs Fair
Shelley and Jack Harynuk—
This year our club was approached by Joan Wouters and
Joan Larson, the organizers of Snapshots, our local 4-H photography club, to see if we would participate in the judging
of their year-end photography project at the annual Coombs
fair. Since this was the year of the goat and ‘Goats on the
Roof’ is part of the neighbourhood, the theme for their competition was goats. In addition, the 4-H photographers built
folio boards with shots they’d taken following photo guidelines they learned over the year.
At an OPC management meeting, we agreed to provide
rosette ribbons for the 4-H photo competition and to ask our
members to participate in the judging.
Shelley Harynuk organized the photo competition with
Donna Wickstrom, Kim Greig and Vivienne Bearder acting as
judges. The judges agreed to scoring criteria and then
marked each photo independently It proved to be a really
pleasant afternoon. Donna, Kim and Vivienne spent a lot of
time on each photo ensuring that their scoring was fair and
that their comments showed encouragement to each of the
competitors. There were 22 entries in three different categories. It was a really interesting process and a lot of fun to
boot. It turned out that Jacinto Bevilaqua won both first
place in his category as well as Best in Show and People's
Choice for his goat photo.
Paul Edelenbos offered to judge the folio boards and wanted company so I volunteered to tag along. It was interesting
indeed. Depending on their year with the club, the young
photographers must include shots of weather, macro, framing, low light, back light, leading lines, sunrise / sunset. In
fact, this would be a great challenge for many of our members, including me. Paul and I scored the boards and as long
as all the criteria was met, full points were assigned which
resulted in several firsts. We finished up by reviewing the
results with the two Joans.
Looks like we’ll be invited back next year .

OP Shutterbug
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Assignment: Above and Below

Colour Category
SECOND

Michael Van der Ree

Margaret Groenhof

Life

Night Reflections

FIRST (tied)
Shelley Harynuk

The Atrium

Kevin McGuinness

Cloud Walking

THIRD (tied)
John Groenhof

Roy Watts

OP Shutterbug
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Rowing on High

Water Lily
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Assignment: Above and Below Black and White Category

John Groenhof

Small Bridge

Jack Harynuk

Canso Bomber

SECOND (tied)

Kevin McGuinness Below and Above

FIRST

Roy Watts

THIRD

OP Shutterbug

September 2013/ Volume 6 Number 5

At Sears

Teresa Lange Kings

Beluga Spirit

HONOURABLE MENTION
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Assignment: Above and Below

Digital Art Category
SECOND

Margaret Groenhof

Skytrain

THIRD

John Groenhof
Mary Watts

Over Water

Dancing Tomatoes

Kevin McGuinness Under the Pier

FIRST

OP Shutterbug

HONOURABLE
MENTION
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Feature:
Learning
more
aboutin
photography
Backstory:
Looking
forward
camera technology

OP Lifetime Member Robin Pearson spotted
this article in the July issue of New Scientist, reporting on some of the innovations that we can
soon expect to see in cameras. The picture above
is an example of KaleidoCamera technology, “a
tool that lets you mess around with the fundamental properties of the light that a camera captures.” The article by Hal Hodson further explains...
KaleidoCamera was developed by Alkhazur
Manakov of Saarland University in Saarbrücken,
Germany, and his colleagues. It attaches directly
to the front of a normal digital SLR camera, and
the camera's detachable lens is then fixed to the
front of the KaleidoCamera.
After light passes through the lens, it enters the
KaleidoCamera, which splits it into nine image
beams according to the angle at which the light
arrives. Each beam is filtered, before mirrors direct them onto the camera's sensor in a grid of
separate images, which can be recombined however the photographer wishes.
OP Shutterbug

This set-up allows users to have far more control over what type of light reaches the camera's sensor. Each filter could allow a single colour through, for example, then colours can be
selected and recombined at will after the shot is
taken, using software. Similarly, swapping in
filters that mimic different aperture settings allows users to compose other-worldly images
with high dynamic range in a single shot, like the
photo above.
And because light beams are split up by the
angle at which they arrive, each one contains
information about how far objects in a scene are
from the camera. With a slight tweak to its setup, the prototype KaleidoCamera can capture
this information, allowing photographers to refocus images after the photo has been taken.
Roarke Horstmeyer at the California Institute
of Technology in Pasadena says the device could
make digital SLR photos useful for a range of
visual tasks that are normally difficult for computers, like distinguishing fresh fruit from rotten, or picking out objects from a similarly coloured background. " These sorts of tasks are
essentially impossible when applying computer
vision to conventional photos," says Horstmeyer.
The ability to focus images after taking them is
already commercially available in the Lytro – a
camera designed solely for that purpose. But
while Lytro is a stand-alone device which costs
roughly the same as an entry-level digital SLR,
KaleidoCamera's inventors plan to turn their
prototype into an add-on for any SLR camera.
There are also developments to bring postsnap refocusing to smartphone cameras, with
California-based start-up Pelican, aiming to
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Multispectral imaging example:

unprocessed output
Photo by Jim Troyanek

a spectral stack of images after processing

a neutral image relit with a flat spectrum

launch their camera inside a phone by next year.
Investors include Nokia and Qualcomm. The Pelican array camera works by capturing light for a
photo through a 4-by-4 grid of small lenses. Each
lens captures a slightly different view, allowing
software to figure out the depth of a scene. This
enables the user to refocus a picture to any depth
after it is taken, using software on the phone. It
will also record video.
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Feature: Learning more about photography
"Always something to learn" is a tagline on our
website —no wonder, because we can barely
keep up with innovations to digital cameras and
image manipulation software. Technology aside,
developing a sense of artistic expression is a matter for lifetime learning in any medium.
This month Shutterbug looks at some learning
options. We are fortunate in Oceanside to have
access to a number of classes and workshops that
offer mentoring and instruction in bricks-andmortar venues. As well, the range of good online
courses continues to grow. Here is a sampling,
along with comments from members who experienced some of them. Many thanks to Gail Courtice, Vivienne Bearder, Donna Wickstrom and David Popham for taking the time to share those
learning experiences...Editor

VIU Education to Go
Online non-credit
Each course offers several different start dates
throughout the year.
Cost: $189-$439
To see list of courses offered click here.
David Popham:
Introduction to Photoshop CS5,
A Distance Education Course Developed by
Ed2Go, offered by Vancouver Island University
Let's start with what Ed2Go is. Ed2Go produces
on-line courses for Universities and Colleges that
provide on-line instruction, also known as distance education services. The courses range from
accounting to writing to post-processing images.
As hinted at in the title I subscribed to a course on
OP Shutterbug

post-processing of images by using Photoshop CS5. The reason is that I bought CS6
and along with it the book, Adobe Photoshop CS6 for Photographers and soon became overwhelmed by 724 pages of information. The book is a great resource for information about what CS6 can do, but it is
not a “how to ...” book such as Rob Sheppard's book “Photoshop Elements 10” published by Visual”. The on-line course was
much like Sheppard's book, step-by-step approaches to accomplish a particular task.
The content provided by Introduction to
Photoshop CS5 (IPCS5) starts with easily assimilated information and then gradually becomes progressively more complex and ambitious. Having completed one lesson students can feel confident that they can complete the next one. Each lesson is one week
long and is divided into two or more
“chapters” so that a student can complete a
lesson in one day (evening?).
Two examples follow. The first lesson starts
by describing who uses PSC5, the second
describes the layout of CS5, the use of different workspaces, the third has the student
download files that will be used for instructive purposes, the forth has the student
make some changes to a down-loaded file,
and the last provides more resources that
the student can read on-line. The last lesson
(Lesson 12) discusses how to use histograms,
make colour corrections, remove colour
casts, enhance an image by matching colours, adjusting shadows and highlights, and
using “smart sharpening”.
September 2013/ Volume 6 Number 5

Photo by David Popham

There is a “final assignment” that the student is
required to complete in order to take the final
exam. To be successful the student needs to be
familiar with much of the material discussed in
the twelve lessons. In addition, each lesson has a
mini-exam that a student has to complete before
moving on to the next class, and finally there is a
final exam. I am not sure whether this “mark” is
recorded somewhere. The reason I bring this up
is that distance learning is a great way for students who find themselves isolated from resources to learn a skill such as image-post processing.
As a final note I would like to mention that
when a student is “stuck” there are resources
(assistants) who can help solve a problem. If that
resource cannot solve the problem, then the instructor resolves it.
I know that I took the “Introductory course”,
and I also know that there is an advanced course.
I hope to take that course in the winter when I
spend more time indoors rather than outdoors.
Please contact me if you require more information.
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Feature: Learning more about photography
Workshop with Aura McKay
See Aura’s website for more information
This workshop was hosted by Vivid Photography ,
Nanaimo: “The boys at Vivid are starting photography workshops! Wait, everyone has a workshop nowadays right? Well if you haven't met us,
we think you'll find we are a little bit different.
We'll be having guest instructors as well as teaching ourselves. Look for a wide range of instruction from beginner to advanced, lighting, posing,
camera usage, and creativity. We can't wait to
meet you!”
See their website.
Vivienne Bearder:
Aura McKay came to Nanaimo in June to the
premises of Vivid Photography and presented
two workshops – travel and portraiture. I
participated in the all day travel workshop along
with 9 other individuals with varying photography experience. The instruction focused on
recommended minimum equipment for traveling,
creating strong images, drive by photography
techniques, and some street photography
techniques. We also spent about 1.5 hours out on
the streets of Nanaimo practising her suggestions, after which we had a short critique session.
I found that Aura spoke from a very informed
point of view as a travel photographer, and
provided visual examples of the techniques she
described. She was full of energy, had a great
personality, open to questions and was very
helpful and patient with all of the group
members. Aura offers individual in depth image
reviews via video, private lessons, online
Photography sessions via Skype, group sessions,
OP Shutterbug

and some very interesting travel tours. She also
takes images with her iPhone! Aura mentioned
that she only accepts about 10 people per tour
so as to give more individual mentoring and
advice. Aura will present to photo clubs by
appointment.
The workshop was a full day of just over 8
hours, with a break for lunch, which was
provided (wraps, brownies, cold drinks). Neil at
Vivid Photography in Nanaimo was an excellent
and gracious host. The fee of $125.00 was
perhaps a bit steep, but probably took into
account the fact that she traveled from
Vancouver. Given the opportunity, I would
definitely take one or more of Aura’s walkabout
photography sessions, which tend to cost in the
range of $40+.

Photographers at Painters Lodge ,
Campbell River (annually, in May)
Workshops and panel discussions
Fee $329 for weekend (double occupancy) or
$60 for day passes
See website
Donna Wickstrom:
As an early birthday present to myself I decided
to take in the May 5th Sunday session of the "8th
Annual Photographers at Painters Lodge". Having
attended on a Sunday the previous year for the
"Artists at Painters" weekend event, I was looking
forward to revisiting that lovely venue and experiencing some new information from some very
qualified and talented photographers. Mentioning
my planned outing to Kim Greig, she was keen on
joining me.
We arrived early in order to check in and decide
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which lecture would appeal the most to each of us.
First of all, we both attended the presentation given by Steven Friedman, entitled "Landscape Photography - The Chaos of Nature". A user of a large
format camera and a purist, he discussed how he
carefully and methodically creates his photos, returning to certain locations around the world at
specific times of the year where he had previously
visualized taking a specific photo with seasonal interest. Patience is part of his approach, as he
doesn't use any photo manipulation in his work and
he will often wait for long periods of time until the
light conditions are perfect before taking the shot.
Yes, he still uses film so each shot needs careful
consideration in order to respect his budget! A winner of many international awards, his images are
spectacular and very detailed. Groves of birch and
poplar are some of his favourite subjects and his
work can be purchased in galleries around North
America.
Our next lecture was unfortunately cancelled due
to illness on the part of the presenting photographer, so several of the other photography instructors rallied and offered to lead groups in a mini educational event of their choice for an hour an a
half. Kim and I chose to have a session with Boomer
Jerritt, who discussed how to use flash as an asset
to outdoor photography. Boomer's enthusiasm and
grasp of his subject was very much enjoyed and we
both learned a lot.
After lunch (a scrumptious buffet), we split up and
Kim attended a lecture with Tony Bounsall on iPhonography, while I (lacking an iPhone), attended
the presentation given by Sean White which was
entitled "Maximizing the Available Light". All in all it
was a very rewarding day spent in lovely surroundings with a great friend!
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Feature: Learning more about photography
Metchosin International Summer
School of the Arts
Day students or residency
Examples from 2013:
—Travel Photography Peter West Carey
5 days $465
—Light, Colour and Expression with Sharron
Milstein
2 days $195
—iPhoneography with Claudia Lorenz
2 days $195
For more information check out www.missa.ca/
workshops
Gail Courtice:
In July 2010 I was fortunate to spend a week at
MISSA, taking a photography course with Hornby
Island photographer, Sharon Milstein. MISSA is
held every summer on the campus of Pearson
College in Metchosin, here on Vancouver Island.
It is a glorious setting, right on the water and surrounded by Garry oaks and Arbutus. One evening
we watched a river otter family frolic on the
rocks at the water’s edge.
It is a place in which to immerse ones self in all
kinds of art mediums, as the college offers a wide
range of subjects, from drawing, mixed media,
photography, sculpture, clay, metal work, painting, textiles and much more. I had never heard of
encaustics until MISSA!
I stayed at the campus in a quad room and used
the communal bathroom. I felt as if I were back
at boarding school! I did have a problem with the
bed, which consisted of a plywood base topped
with a gym mat. It killed my back, but by the fifth
night I was starting to get used to it! It was fun
OP Shutterbug

North Island College

to get to know my room mates, although one of
them I came with and that was Lynn Page. For
Lynn, this was also a nostalgia trip, because her
family roots are in Metchosin.
Each morning we met in the classroom for instructions by Sharon and to view the previous
day’s images. In the afternoons we would go
shoot. Sharon is a great teacher and certainly
inspirational. There is nothing in her images that
should not be there! She had just taken up digital, after being an avid film photographer. (She
has since returned to film.) Sharon is so willing
to share her expertise and is great at getting
things across in her gentle ‘earth mother’ way.
She really is an aging hippie, complete with the
old camper van that she’d prefer to sleep in. Living on Hornby Island also fits her beautifully.
Her photography is superb with each element
placed exactly where it should be. You can see
the care that has gone into each image.
The meals were great and tea and coffee was
available all the time. In the evenings there
would be a presentation by one of the instructors about their particular medium. It was a
wonderful week and I highly recommend it.

Continuing Education 0nline courses
$159 +GST 6-week access to course Session
start dates offered in Aug, Sept, Oct or Nov
Browse course lists and descriptions at
http://www.ed2go.com/nic/about_us.html
—Go to Design and Composition-->Adobe Soft
ware, Digital Photography
—Under Adobe you'll find courses for Photoshop CS, Elements and Lightroom, for various
versions and at different levels.

VIU Elder College $20 membership fee
Classroom setting
Fall 2013 courses include
Digital Cameras for Seniors $42
6 sessions Oct-Dec; at either Nanaimo and
Parksville campus
Introduction to Digital Photography $26.25
3 sessions Oct -Nov at Berwick on the Lake,
Nanaimo
For more details see calendar.

Western Academy of Photography, Victoria
Community education now offers summer and
evening classes. See their website.

Technology Leaning Centre at The Family
Place, Parksville
Free drop-in tutoring for basic camera and computer functions. See website.
OP Club Education Meetings are held the third
Tuesday of each month (except Dec, June, July).
Photo by Gail Courtice, taken during MISSA course.
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Demonstrations, Q&A, mentoring
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Learning, cont’d
Useful reference websites:
Cambridge in Colour
Tutorials, forums. Categories include
Concepts & Terminology
Using Camera Equipment
Editing & Post-Processing
Color Management & Printing
Photo Techniques & Styles

Scott Kelby Training
Subscription $199/year or $24.95/month
Courses, lessons, exercises
“expert photography training for beginners, first time
DSLR camera owners, and amateur photographers
who want to improve their skills and master their camera in record time. Begin with the basics — become a
pro! “

photo.tutsplus.com/
“Phototuts+ is a source of learning on all aspects of
photography. We pump out regular tutorials on composition, equipment settings, post-processing, film
photography, retouching and much more. If you love
photography, you will find a treasure trove of useful
advice at Phototuts+. “

Photokaboom
Easy to follow step-by-step instructions for learning the basics of Elements, Lightroom and camera settings.

Do you have a favourite learning site to share?
Send to editor.opc@gmail.com
OP Shutterbug

Grabbed from the camera bag
Plugin stands in for a specialty lens

Shooting big game together

I was just about to buy new lenses to allow me
to shoot portraits more effectively. This is
important for a new grandfather. Instead I tried
and have now bought a new software program
called Topaz Lens Effects. This software lets you
reduce the field of focus after shooting and
centre the focus on an item such as the closest
eye very easily. The foreground and background
then shows as a slight blur which you can
increase as much as you want. Also it lets you
apply filters such as graduated density filters and
polarizers after the fact. Results for me have
been great. Check out Topaz Labs and watch for
Topaz Lens to come on sale. I bought it for $40
instead of $80. Better value than a thousand
dollar lens.
I should add that Topaz Lens is a plugin
program that works with various programs like
Adobe Photoshop and Elements. If you don’t
have these, it also works with a free photo
editing program called Irfanview that you can
download.
Ed Dunnett

Carol and Cliff Anderson travel and photograph
on extended road trips. Last year while in Alaska
Carol caught this shot of a grizzly, and Cliff of a
caribou.

My name is Kelly and I am the owner & operator of Soot Printing House. Soot Printing
House is a Vancouver based company 100%
dedicated to producing prints for artists and
photographers. We don't print business cards,
annual reports, or photo calendars. We print
art, and only art.
I wanted to reach out to your Oceanside Photographers Club members and offer them a
discount of 10% off their first order! All of our
pricing and more information about our paper
can be found on our website - www.soot.ca
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Ray Griffiths sent a link to other interesting links
originating with Red River Paper. Click here.
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