OCEANSIDE SHUTTERBUG NEWSLETTER
Welcome to the newsletter of the Oceanside Photographers Club (OP). The OP meets on
the first & third Wednesday of every month in the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre at 7:00
pm. Sometimes there is a computer program demonstration by a club member at 6:30 pm
with the meeting proper following at 7:00 pm.
The aim of the club is to promote learning, sharing and the enjoyment of photography in a
convivial atmosphere.
Membership is $24 per person per half year (May to Oct. incl. and Nov. to Apr. incl) and is
open to anyone interested in photography. Guests are allowed to come to no more than
two meetings for free after which they must pay a membership fee in order to continue
attending.
Election of officers is held at the annual general meeting on the first Wednesday of May
each year.
EXECUTIVE ( May 2009 – May 2010 )
Chairman ………………………………………..
Rory Keogh
Vice Chairman ………………………………..
Susan Mohan
Treasurer ………………………………………..
Ed Mosier
Secretary ………………………………………..
Pauline Hannaford
Director……………………………………………
Dave Graham
Director - Exhibition Coordinator …
Lynn Bieber-Weir
Director - Education Portfolio ………..
Dave Graham
Director - Newsletter editor…………..
Robin Pearson
An amateur photographer is walking down the road when he sees a large group
of people mostly carrying large black lenses. Impressed by the huge arsenal of
equipment they are carrying the amateur goes for a closer look. Further scrutiny reveals
that they all have Nikon D2X's except for one guy with a beaten up old Canon.
Curiosity piqued, the amateur approaches the guy with the Canon and asks why he has
chosen Canon when all of the other pros are using Nikon? 'You mean these guys' replies
the one with the Canon, ... 'Oh they are all members of the local amateur photography
club. They just hired me to take their picture.'
Why did Leonardo DaVinci paint the Mona Lisa?
Answer - Because he didn’t have a camera.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
There will be times when you will be in the field without a
camera. And, you will see the most glorious sunset or the
most beautiful scene that you have ever witnessed. Don't
be bitter because you can't record it. Sit down, drink it in,
and enjoy it for what it is.
DeGriff

cover photo

“La Mariposa”

by Freida Van der Ree

ROBOT INSECT GETS ITS CAMERA EYES
A microchip-sized digital camera patented by the California Institute of
Technology could provide vision for the US military’s insect-sized aircraft. It is
light enough to be carried by these tiny surveillance drones and also uses very
little power.
In today’s minicams, the image sensors and support circuitry are on separate
microchips and most of the power goes on communication between the chips.
Now with Pentagon and NASA funding, Caltech’s Jet Propulsion Lab in Pasadena
has squeezed all the components of a camera onto one low-power chip, revealed
in a US patent filed last week (www.tinyurl.com/ojwmdq).
The gadget can be radio-controlled via a secure frequency-hopping link from up
to a kilometer away, says it’s inventors.
New Scientist, May 2329, 2009
JULY EXHIBITION NEWS
In Parksville, OCAC’s exhibit this month is “Beauties of Oceanside”.
Deadlines are approaching for the upcoming September exhibit at “The Gallery @
Qualicum Art Supply”. Due to the cancellation of our July 1st meeting, the final
date for registration will be at or before our next meeting on Wed. July 15th. The
number of works per member will depend on the number of exhibitors and that
number will be announced at the close of the meeting.
Bill and Bonnie require time to create our bio pages, labels, advertising posters,
and postcard/invites for each artist, so you will need to have all your necessary
information, (your Bio/ Artist statement and a photo that together will fit on a 8
1/2 X 11 sheet; tittles and selling prices), submitted on or before our meeting of
Wed. Aug. 5th.
Please note, it has been
requested that all images
which have been digitally
manipulated be so
identified.
Lynn Bieber-Weir
Exhibition Co-ordinator

SMILE !

Baby Farm Animals - Pauline Hannaford - “Kids!”

Morningstar Farm - Freida Van der Ree - “A Sovereign View”

MORNINGSTAR FARM
1.
Freida Van der Ree - “A Sovereign View”
2.
Ed Mosier - “Lil Goat, Big Rock”
2.
Susan Lightburn
3.
Susan Mohan
COLOURFUL
1.
Freida Van der Ree - “La Mariposa”
2.
Robin Pearson - “Colourful confusion”
2.
Robin Pearson - “Are We Having Fun Yet?”
3.
Freida Van der Ree - “Mexican Church”
BABY FARM ANIMALS
1.
Pauline Hannaford - “Kids!”
2.
Robin Pearson - “Farmer Billy”
2.
Robin Pearson - “Lamb Love”
3.
Susan Lightburn

COMPUTER MONITOR COLOUR CALLIBRATION

“OP” the
Shutter-bug
WELL DONE !

by Michael Furtman
(off the internet)

Digital imaging (whether scanned from film or shot digitally) is here to stay, and
maintaining color consistency throughout the chain is critical. While you can’t control
your editor’s computer equipment, it is a safe bet that professional publishers use
carefully color-calibrated equipment. But most of us photographers do not.
Every computer monitor displays images differently. If your monitor isn’t calibrated, you
have no idea what an image looks like. Bring the image into Adobe Photoshop, tweak it
and you may end up with something that looks good to you but appears bizarre when
printed.
What to do? There’s only one real way to accurately calibrate a monitor, and that’s with a
physical device that reads your monitor’s colors and resets them for you. Although
several are on the market, the best ones I’ve seen are those manufactured by Datacolor.
I'm currently using their Spyder3 Elite. They also offer a couple of lesser expensive
options. Which one is best for you depends upon your needs, and the best thing I can
recommend is to visit their website and compare the products. They have several videos
that will show you how truly easy it is to calibrate your monitor.

Colour Callibration continued
As you might guess, these devices look like spiders and connect to your computer via USB
port. Simply install its software, lower your office lights, hang the device over the front of
your monitor and, in about five minutes, your monitor will be accurately calibrated. For
consistency, monitors should be recalibrated monthly. I found Datacolor's products easy
to use, and when I had questions, their tech support was excellent.
Calibrating your monitor will change the way everything looks. In general, images viewed
on your computer, including your desktop, will appear a bit darker. It takes a bit of getting
used to. BUT...the real key here is that when you use programs such as Adobe Photoshop
or other products that allow you to select a working color space or monitor profile, you
will see your images as they truly look. Such programs are are designed to use color
management, and automatically default to the monitor profile created by your Spyder.
Many of today's editing programs, and even the software that comes with your camera,
will allow you to select a color space. If you use several programs during your work flow,
it is important that they all be set to the same color space so that you retain consistency
through the work flow.
One downfall of Windows itself is that it isn't a color managed program -- it should be, but
isn't. That means that if you use Windows Explorer to view thumbnails of your images, or
open them in Windows Fax and Image Viewer (both of which I do often), you're NOT
seeing your images in a color managed space. Not a real big deal if this is just a minor step
in your process, but you should keep it in mind, and make sure your final edit is done in a
program that does show the true colors.
A very good substitute for the Windows thumbnail/Image Viewer or Photoshop's Bridge is
BreezeBrowser Pro by Breeze Systems. Although designed as a tool for viewing RAW files,
it also allows you to view JPEG images (believe it or not, not all RAW processing programs
do view JPEGs, which has never made sense to me), IN A COLOR MANAGED SPACE! That
means even your thumbnails will be color managed (if you want -- it's an option in the
program). It is a great program for several other reasons, too, and if you're looking for a
better program than that which came with your camera for processing RAW and JPEG
images, check it out at Breeze Systems.
Calibrating your monitor ensures that you’re seeing your images as they truly look. It is
the first and critical step in preserving color management throughout the chain.
Thanks to Ed Dunnett for drawing this product to my attention - editor

Here is a nice coffee table. Perfect for
that photo album you are so proud of.

And here are
a few more
fun photo
ideas.

FREE TO A GOOD HOME
Kodak Carousel 4200 in the original box with owner’s manual; it has remote control, spare
lamp, but is not auto-focus.
I have seven 140-slide trays and three 80-slide trays. I also have a slide editor.
James Kennedy

CHALLENGES FOR THE AUGUST MEETING
THE BEACH
&
ANYTHING ELECTRICAL
FIELD TRIP
ENGLISHMAN RIVER ESTUARY (South side) Sunday,
July 19th at 10:00 am

NEXT MEETINGS
Wednesday, July 15 th 7:00 pm at Qualicum Civic Centre.
Wednesday, August 5 th 7:00 pm at Qualicum Civic Centre.
August 5 th is when the new “Challenge” and “Field Trip”
pictures are to be entered for judging.

