The SHUTTERBUG
- Newsletter of the Oceanside Photographers Club
Welcome to the “Shutterbug” – the newsletter of the Oceanside Photographers Club (OP).
The OP meets on the first Wednesday of every month in the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre
at 7:00 pm. Sometimes there is a computer program demonstration by a club member at
6:30 pm with the meeting proper following at 7:00 pm.
The aim of the club is to promote learning, sharing and the enjoyment of photography in a
convivial atmosphere.
Membership is $24 per person per year (May to April incl.) and is open to anyone
interested in photography. Guests are allowed to come to no more than two meetings for
free after which they must pay a membership fee in order to continue attending.
Election of officers is held at the annual general meeting on the first Wednesday of May
each year.
EXECUTIVE (May 2008 – May 2009)
Chairman…………………………………………
Dave Graham
Vice Chairman…………………………………
Rory Keogh
Treasurer…………………………………………
Gail Courtice
Secretary…………………………………………
Pauline Hannaford
Director……………………………………………
Hayley Tomlinson
Director - Shutterbug editor……………
Robin Pearson
DIGITAL PROJECTION IMAGES
At each and every meeting we like to show some digital images sent in by club
members. These are shown using a projector. If you would like some of your images
shown then e-mail them to Dave Graham at djgrahamimage@gmail.com

Joke 1
I used to have a photographic memory, but it was never developed.
Joke 2
I once saw a description of someone along the lines of "a couple of hints short of
a full clue": "Suffers from bad shutter lag"....
Joke 3
A photographer went to a dinner party where he showed many of his photographs. The
lady of the house said, "Those are very nice pictures, you must have a great camera." He
said nothing, but when leaving for home offered the following compliment to the lady of
the house, "The meal was very nice, you must have great pots and pans."
QUOTE OF THE MONTH

You can't depend on your eyes if your imagination is out of focus.
Mark Twain
Cover photo –

“Crocodile Eye”

by Robin Pearson

SOME FUN PHOTO WEB SITES
1. PicArtia

http://www.picartia.com

Picartia.com lets you easily create mosaic images from your files. Mosaic photos are
photos created from many smaller photos. The only downside to this site is that the
smaller images are from pre-selected galleries rather than allowing you to upload your
own images to create the larger image. Still, the effect is very compelling and best of all,
PicArtia does it for free!
2. MyHeritage

http://www.myheritage.com/face-recognition

MyHeritage face recognition area is a lot of fun to play with but you need to have a thick
skin to see some of the results! MyHeritage scans facial features on submitted images and
compares it to celebrity images. The results can then be collaged or a morph can be
created. The site does require free registration and there are some very annoying "offers"
to click through before you reach your results when you first register.
3. Big Huge Labs

http://bighugelabs.com/flickr/

Big Huge Labs flickr toys is a great combination of many types of photo fun. From puzzles
to pop art renditions to a badge maker, this site has plenty to keep you busy for hours!
My favorite has to be the cube option though. This lets you pick 6 images and then print a
template with folding directions for turning the set into a 3-dimensional cube.
4. CreateHDR

http://www.createhdr.com/

CreateHDR is a free online service that lets you easily create a HDR-similar image. I say
similar rather than "real" because to create a completely accurate HDR image you need
more than one image so that all tonal ranges are captured. CreateHDR does create some
very nice images however and its fun to see just how much you can alter your image. Be
prepared for those annoying "pop-up" text ads however as they are rampant on the site.
5. Photo Fun Box

http://funphotobox.com

Photo Fun Box allows you to upload an image that is then placed in one of several dozen
backgrounds of your choice. Options like billboards, t-shirts, and movie image
backgrounds are available. Photos of people looking straight at the camera tend to work
best for this type of site. As with most sites of this kind, a few of the backgrounds are of
questionable copyright so although fun, its not for publishing .
6. Create A Photo Collage

http://www.smilebox.com

Smile Box has 100+ Designs. Add Photos & Music. Create, Share & Amaze.

"What is That?"
1st "Bamboozled?" by Freda VanDer Ree
1st Susan Lightburn
2nd Ken Davies
3rd Penny Marshall
"Old Buildings"
1st Susan Lightburn
1st Susan Mohan
2nd Ken Davies
2nd Penny Marshall
2nd "2801" Ed Mosier
3rd Nick Bosma
3rd "Camping Cabins - Moorecroft #2"
3rd Penny Marshal
Notch Hill field trip
1st Susan Lightburn
2nd Susan Lightburn
2nd "Twisted" Ed Mosier
3rd "Woodland Dancers" Freda

.

Susan Mohan - “Old Buildings”
Freda Van Der Ree

Susan Lightburn – “What Is This?”

Van Der Ree

Susan Lightburn
“Notch Hill”

Susan Lightburn - “Old Buildings”

Freda Van Der Ree
“Bamboozled”

On March 6, 09 NASA launched the “Kepler” mission









Kepler is the world's first mission with the ability to find true Earth analogs -planets that orbit stars like our sun in the “habitable zone.” The habitable zone is
the region around a star where the temperature is just right for water -- an
essential ingredient for life as we know it -- to pool on a planet's surface.
By the end of Kepler's three-and-one-half-year mission, it will give us a good idea
of how common or rare other Earths are in our Milky Way galaxy. This will be an
important step in answering the age-old question: Are we alone?
Kepler detects planets by looking for periodic dips in the brightness of stars.
Some planets pass in front of their stars as seen from our point of view on Earth;
when they do, they cause their stars to dim slightly, an event Kepler can see.
Kepler has the largest camera ever launched into space, a 95-megapixel array
of charge-coupled devices, or CCDs, like those in everyday digital cameras.
Kepler's telescope is so powerful that, from its view up in space, it could detect
one person in a small town turning off a porch light at night.

Now, having said that ……
Pan-STARRS -- the Panoramic Survey Telescope & Rapid Response System – will be
launched into orbit in the next year or two. It is an innovative design for a wide-field
imaging facility being developed at the University of Hawaii's Institute for Astronomy.
By combining relatively small mirrors with very large digital cameras we will be able to
develop and deploy an economical observing system that will be able to observe the
entire available sky several times each month.
The immediate goal of Pan-STARRS is to discover and characterize Earth-approaching
objects, both asteroids & comets, that might pose a danger to our planet.
The huge volume of images produced by this system will provide valuable data for many
other kinds of scientific programs.
The four PanSTARRS cameras will each be the largest digital cameras ever built. Each
camera will have about 1.4 billion pixels spread over an area about 40 centimeters
square. For comparison, a typical domestic digital camera contains about 5 million
pixels on a chip a few millimeters
across.

HERE IS A PHOTO-EDITING TIP FROM ED DUNNETT
I found a simple one that works well using photoshop or elements for
Getting rid of a colour cast
Sometimes when shooting in high contrast situations your photo can have a colour cast
(eg overall greenish tone that does not represent what you shot). I think this is caused by
overexposure in one of the dominant colours.
There is an easy way to fix it in photoshop.
Go to adjustments and then levels.
Check out each of the colour channels and move the lever where overexposure or
underexposure is indicated.
Be sure to check each channel- ie the R the G and the B. The other day I had a blue colour
cast but wound up adjusting the G channel. The colour cast was completely gone after
adjusting.

This scene presented itself
to me last month in Mexico.
Notice the Calf behind Mom.
Editor.

CHALLENGES FOR APRIL
ADOLESCENTS
and
ABSTRACTS
FIELD TRIP
WEMBLEY MALL Sunday, April 26, 2009 at 10:00 AM
Coffee after at the “Comfy Café in the mall”

NEXT MEETING -

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 2009
QUALICUM CIVIC CENTRE
7:00 PM

